


Comments from our
Board President

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want to thank the Belleville area businesses and individuals who sup-
port Belleville CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities). These leaders are extremely generous in
providing our students with funding, expertise, meeting space, business tours, and one-on-one mentoring.
The Belleville CEO program is funded by these individuals, businesses, and in partnership with District 201.
Through this collaboration, the program celebrates its fourth year supporting two classes.

The CEO program is like no other. It is a real-world experience, exposing the students to numerous business-
es throughout our community. They are taught entrepreneurial skills and shown a possible future right here
in our community vs. thousands of miles away. These talented students are taught the crucial skills of net-
working, communication, teamwork, and what it takes to create a small business and make it profitable.
Many come to the program wanting to get better at communication and to learn about business. They leave
as confident young adults and aspiring businesspeople with countless new relationships in the business world
of this community and beyond.

CEO's unique business model brings together students during their senior year of high school from Belleville
West, Belleville East, and Althoff Catholic to learn practical business skills and put those skills to use to cre-
ate their own class business the first half of the year. For 90 minutes each school day, Mrs. Siebers, a trained
program facilitator, helps students discover how to become an entrepreneur, and grow into business leader in
just one school year.

The classes are "home based" at one of four businesses each quarter of the year. This years' classes met at
Bouse Properties, Precision Practice Management, The Edge, and Belleville's Center of Academic and Voca-
tional Excellence (The CAVE).

The highlight of the school year is the CEO Trade Show. After nine months of developing relationships and
learning about business development and processes, students have an opportunity to present their own busi-
ness. It's incredible to see what they have created, to get a glimpse of the potential earning capacity of each
business, and to appreciate the transformation and growth in the students over such a short period of time.

I congratulate Belleville's ninth CEO class and thank all who have made it possible including the investors,
facilitators, mentors, host businesses, parents, and District 201. If you find this class to be of value to our
community, I encourage you to consider getting involved as a mentor, investor/sponsor, or a board member.

Sincerely,

%%%grm

Josh McDermott
President-Belleville CEO Board
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2023-2024 Business Visits
-rties MidAmerica Airport

rkspace Partners Precision Practice Management
ngineering Stillpointe Wellness Center
ding and Remodeling Bank of Belleville

struction Impact Strategies
_n Mutual/Lowery Benefit Services  City Hall/Mayor Patty Gregory

ral Home & Cremation Ray LaFore Truck Service
-itchen and Tap Empire Comfort Systems

-olic High School Barcom Security

_ott Remodeling Contractors FKG Oil/MotoMart
_Dealership Group TWM
_ospital/BJ C Pure III

_eville Chamber of Commerce Neuropathy & Pain Solutions

_Brian Mentzer Belleville Shoe

Belleville CEO Orientation

ville CEO Board kicked off the ninth year by hosting our Annual Belleville CEO
ritage Hall at Althoff Catholic High School. Program guidelines and expectations
long with a question-and-answer time for parents and students. Belleville CEO
Bouc, Kaden Bouse, Elliott Hoffmann, Elizabeth Bouse, Kennedy Brooks, Fayth
Williams helped with greeting students and parents, checking them in, collecting
and answering questions during Q & A time.



_ﬂer, Vertical Performance Wendy Witte, St. Louis Community Foundation
Mike Barnell, Angela Willis & Alan Pulliam, PPM

_reakThru Beverage Mandy Wuebbels, Meckfessel Tire & Auto

Jennifer Smith, Natural Energy Healing

Tom Farquhar

_hotography & IL Am Water  JoAnn DiMaggio-May, SBDC SIUE
_BS Facility Maintenance Adam Davis, Busey Bank

_& Sustainable Health Index  Patrick McKeehan, Economic Dev Dir, O’Fallon, MO
- Institute of Entrepreneurship Lisa Phillipson, Hospice of Southern Illinois

leville CEO students started to build their own community and culture through team
r. Lynn Clapp and Mr. Jim Holdener with Vertical Performance. The different activities
ille CEO students why the concepts of connections/relationships, possibilities, and “us”
e are so important to being a successful team. Mr. Clapp and Mr. Holdener

it is important to value each other, trust each other, have faith in your team members,
hey also discussed the differences between performance zone and learning zone, to

ple on a fear basis, and encouraged the students to get comfortable getting out of their
the end of the team building activities, everyone knew each other names, how

the key to life, importance of reflecting and refocusing, learning to think outside the
ership is about influencing others.



ispect to the success of our CEO Students. It allows the students to help strengthen
d social skills and provides additional knowledge and resources to understanding
bncepts. Ultimately, these relationships bridge the gap between the students and the

. In September, the Belleville CEO Board conducted a "speed date" concept in

s and mentees to get to know each other! The Belleville CEO students had six
otential mentor. Three Mentor Match Days were held at Damascus Road Fellowship.

eville CEO students attended an Issues and Eggs event that was sponsored by Kaskaskia
hrough the Greater Belleville Chamber of Commerce. This event covered transportation
yion. The students heard from: Mary Lamie, Executive Vice President with Multimodal
State Development, Kirk Brown, Region 5 Engineer with Illinois Department of Trans-
ptt, General Manager of Security with Bi-State Development, Rob Wilson, Director of
rtation System and Norm Etling, St Clair County Engineer.



d Session Belleville CEO Students held a Parent’s Night Out in Heritage Hall at Alt-

School to help with their badge business. The children played capture the ball, musi-
Says, sharks and minnows, line tags, telephone, ships and sailors, red light green light,
on up as well as designed paper airplanes. They also ate pizza, snacks and drinks
ning. A good time was had by all!

CEO Alumni stopped in for a mini reunion at The Edge in January. After mingling, the
some thoughts about how the CEO experience has helped them while in college espe-
Week. They talked about how CEO improved their soft skills such as improved com-
Is, time management skills, and increased their confidence to step out of their comfort
gave the current CEO students some advice on their class and personal businesses.

dy Amorado, Class of 2016; Jackson Tyler, Class of 2020; Joe Hardiman, Class of

a Hathaway, Elizabeth Bouse, Livie LeBeau, Ashlyn Wuebbels, Mahek Bhakta, and Ty-
rom the Class of 2023.



Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast

eville CEO Students Ryan Connolly, Paraskavas Mintidis and D’Nayzia Traylor
h Annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast at Bellecourt Banquet Center. They did a won-
the event. After a delicious breakfast, the program was highlighted with beautiful
ille East Choir, inspirational message and remarks from Melissa Taylor and Mayor
EO students had a wonderful time networking with former speakers, investors, and
nd witnessing the love everyone has for this great city of Belleville!

Midland’s Fearless Founders Series

ruptur; Kevin Miller, Self-Helpful Podcast; Amanda Owen, Puzzle Pieces; Panel of
s: Ashley Leman, Reviv Coffee and Roasting Company, Ashton Hemminger, AJ &
rake Roach, SI Pressure Washing LLC; Bethany Leonardo, Dearly Bethany; and
Anne’s Pretzels



Belleville CEO Elevator Pitch

lleville CEO Elevator Pitch was sponsored by SBDC and SIUE School of Business/

i0-May, Director of Illinois Metro East Small Business Development for SIUE.
students had two minutes to pitch their idea followed by a short question & answer
ur judges, Mr. Ed Hoering, Mr. Kevin Pesko, Mrs. Renae Eichholz and Mrs. JoAnn
ree awards were given to the top students who exhibited the best skills and quality of
ere:

First Session:
First Place — Avery Wagner, CEO of PureScent Essentials
econd Place — Ashley Tyler, CEO of Ashley’s Charming Trinkets
hird Place — D’Nayzia Traylor, CEO of Flower Fragrances by Nay

Second Session:
First Place — Andrew Pusa, CEO of Pusa’s Pepper Jelly
Second Place — Ally Brooks, CEO of Cute As A Button
Third Place — Addison Laramore, CEO of Addison’s Beauty Bar




ille CEO students hosted a Blast to the Past Trivia Night at KC Club and Event Center
on Saturday, February 3, 2024 from 6-9 p.m. Approximately 310 attendees dressed in
d 10 rounds of trivia with some elements of Fast Money, silent auction and a 50/50




Belleville ents along wi ¢ help of Toolen Running Start held a Hearts
> with an ALS Freeze for the Cause on Saturday, February 24, 2024 at 9 a.m. at
e 140 actual and virtual runners were treated to Eckert's apples, bananas, granola bars,
and Chick Fil A biscuits and minis after the race. The Belleville CEO Students raised
donated $1.00 for every runner ($140) to the Memorial Hospital Foundation Cardiac




Belleville CEO Banker Day

DIETERICH
BANK .0 ..

Ten bankers participated in our Banker Days this year:

Associated Bank: Amy Kempfer and Jamie Hall

Bank of Belleville: Kevin Pesko, Justin Chapman, Todd Neighbors and Josh Wohltman
Busey Bank: Adam Davis

Dietrich Bank: Andy Hess

FCB Bank-Belleville: Doug Eggemeyer

Regions Bank: David Hill

Each Belleville CEO Student was assigned a banker to either meet in person or virtually with regarding their
business plan and financials. They discussed their product or services, why they chose to start this kind of
business, their competition and their competitive edge, as well as their pricing, margins and profit.




To our Hearts in Motion SK/Fun Run Sponsors:

Platinum Sponsor:
Northwestern Mutual Fairview Heights

Gold Sponsors:
BreakThru Beverage
Fairfield Apartments
Laura Buick

Toolen Running Start

Silver Sponsors:

Allsup

Hank's Excavating & Landscaping Inc.
Padgett Building & Remodeling
Precision Practice Management
Professional Therapy Services

Ray LaFore Truck Service

State Construction

Bronze Sponsors:

ArtWear Mayor Patty Gregory
Chick Fil A Greenmount MOTO/FKG Oil
Eckert's Farm Pure 111

Eckert's Florist Sugar High Bakery

Genfinity Wealth Management
Kaskaskia Engineering
Kuehn, Beasley & Young PC

Laura Buick Salesmen Dave Pusa, Kelly Sandheinrich

& Steven Rogers

To our Blast to the Past Trivia Night sponsors:

Our 10 Round Sponsors:

Becker, Hoerner & Ysursa PC
Carrollton Bank

Commerce Bank

Cured & Cultured Restaurant/The Sonoma Group
Edward Jones

Fletcher's Kitchen & Tap

IMPACT Strategies

JT McDermott Remodeling Contractors
Peabody Energy

Taake Insurance Agency

Other Key Sponsors:

Bank of Belleville

Clean State Home Solutions
Deer Run Dental

Holland Construction

Metro East Gastroenterology

Amy Gould for taking the student pictures for the Belleville CEO website and annual report.

Belleville CEO Student Ally Brooks for creating the cover page this year!



Belleville CEO Business ILnvestors

Gold Investors $5,000

Break-thru Beverage
Kaskaskia Engineering Group LLC
Millennium Construction

Walter E. Weidmann Charitable Foundation

Program Investors $2,000

Allsup, Inc.

Bank of Belleville

Belleville CEO Classes 2019-20

Belleville CEO Classes 2020-21 (Both Sessions)
Belleville CEO Classes 2021-22 (Both Sessions)
Belleville CEO Classes 2022-23 (Both Sessions)
FKG Oil Company

Holland Construction Services

JT McDermott Remodeling Contractors, LLC
Memorial Hospital / BJC HealthCare

Noble, Inc./ Noble-Vollmer Realty

Ray LaFore Truck Service Inc.

Thomas L. Farquhar

Class Investors $1,000

Auffenberg Dealer Group

Barcom Security

Belleville CEO Class of 2018-19
Bouse Properties

Busey Bank

DBT Properties & M & M Storage
Egyptian Workspace Partners

Empire Comfort Systems

Greater Belleville Chamber of Commerce
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, PC
Impact Strategies, Inc.

Kurrus Funeral Home and Cremation Service
Lowery Benefit Services

Lowery Group/Northwestern Mutual
Mathis, Marifan & Richter Foundation
Precision Practice Management, Inc.
Professional Therapy Services, Inc.
Shay Roofing

Rice Sullivan, LLC

The EDGE

The Trust of Nora S. Whipple
Thouvenot, Wade and Moerchen, Inc.

W. A. Schickedanz/Interstate Risk Placement
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Meet the Belleville CEO Board Members

Josh McDermott

President

Organization:

JT McDermott Remodeling
Title: Owner

Anne Thomure

Secretary
Organization:
Memorial Hospital/BJC
Title: Retired Director,
Comm & Marketing

Megan Bertelsman

Member

Organization:

Ray LaFore Truck Services
Title: President/Owner

Kevin Pesko

Past President
Organization:

Bank of Belleville

Title: Market President

Kevin Bouse
Member
Organization:
Bouse Properties
Title: Owner

Jennifer

Gomric Minton
Member
Organization/Title:

St Clair County Assessor

Geri Boyer
Past President
Organization:
Kaskaskia Engineering
Group, LLC

Title: Owner

Garrett Reuter

Member
Organization:

Todd Badgley

Treasurer
Organization:
FKG Oil/MOTO
Title: President

Tom Farquhar

Member/Investor

Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.

Title: Officer

Marshaun Warren

Administrative Agent
Organization:
BTHS District 201

Title: Director of HR & DEI

Sarah Gass

Administrative Agent
Organization:
Althoff Catholic HS
Title: Principal



Meet Our Facilitator

Julie Siebers earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from
Greenville College and attended Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville
for her teaching certification. For 12 years, she worked at CPI Corp. and CPI
Photo Finish/Fox Photo holding various positions from staff accountant to
Vice President-Controller. After Kodak sold CPI Photo Finish/Fox Photo to
Wolf Camera, she started her second career at Belleville East High School
where she has been teaching in the business department the last 23 years.

“I am filled with immense gratitude and a bittersweet mix of emotions as I
finish up my ninth and final year as the Belleville CEO facilitator. This
year, we visited 29 businesses and heard from 16 speakers. First Session
chartered their own course for their class business by holding a very
successful Blast to the Past 80/90’s Trivia Night and Second Session hosted
140 runners at a Hearts in Motion 5K along with an ALS Freeze for the
Cause. I want to express my deepest thanks to my Belleville CEO board,
investors, mentors, speakers, and most importantly my 212 students who

have went on this journey with me over these last nine years. I will forever J I " S H b
cherish these moments— they are the true treasures!” U Ie Ie e rS

Our Host Businesses

Bouse Properties Precision Practice Management

The EDGE The CAVE




Mentor/Mentee Relationships

Business Mentor Student
Mike Riley Jr. Brianna Birdsong
Stephanie Leffler Ally Brooks

Jennifer Gomric-Minton

Paul Fries

Mike Marchal
Jimmy Monken
Josh McDermott
Megan Bertelsman
Brett Baltz

Kevin Pesko
David Padgett
Jennifer Smith
Derek Betz

David Normansell
Angie Hiller
Donnie Minton
Daniel Katzman
Mary Dahm Schell
Ben Winner
Ashley Hunsaker
David Land
Stephen Dunn
Emily Vosse

Jeff King

Brett Gilliland
Vance Vyers
Kevin Bouse

Jenn Lyke

Anne Koleson

David Hill

Parker Bruening
Owen Brunworth
Austin Cole

Ryan Connolly
Bauer Dalke
Sophia Eggers
Max Gilliland
Hank Gomric
Ryan Haar
SaNaia Hicks
Samuel Hiller
Makhi Holtman
Ava Katsikas
Alec Kennett
Addison Laramore
Samuel Lee

Earl Liverpool
Paraskavas Mintidis
Johnny Mize
Dyson Pearson
Rose Peden
Augustin Prange
Andrew Pusa
Logan Rice
D’Nayzia Traylor
Ashley Tyler

Avery Wagner
Nicole Wells



“The mission of the CEO program is to prepare our youth to be responsible, enterprising
individuals who become entrepreneurs or entrepreneurial thinkers and contribute to
the economic development and sustainability of our area. It is our hope that these
young entrepreneurs will follow in the footsteps of many of the entrepreneurs in our
community and will reside in or return here to run their business, raise their families,
and give back to their community”






